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Series   Overview  
 

"The   earth   is   the   LORD's   and   the   fullness   thereof,   the   world   and   those   who   dwell   therein"    (Psalm   24:1   ESV)  
 

What   if   I   told   you   that   there   was   a   way   of   thinking   that   controlled   your   view   of   everything?    Your   time?    Your   things?    Your  
story?    And   your   skills?    What   if   this   way   of   thinking   was   completely   opposite   of   how   the   world   was   made   and   intended   to  
operate,   and   by   following   this   philosophy   you   worked   harder   than   you   need   to,   had   less   joy   than   you   could   experience,   and  
ultimately   were   trapped?  
 
This   prevailing   narrative   in   the   world   around   us   says    what   you   do    and    what   you   own    determines    who   you   are    and   that  
ultimately   you   are   in   control.    At   the   root   of   this   is   the   concept   of   possession   and   ownership.    This   philosophy   says   at   the   end  
of   the   day   that   our   time   and   things   are   ours,   and   we   can   do   with   them   what   we   want.    And   the   by-product   of   this   mentality   is  
that   our   cultural   context   is   often   filled   with   the    meaningless    and    selfish    consumption   of   time   and   things.  
 
Let's   think   about   time   and    what   we   do .    Meticulous   lawn   care,   weekends   on   the   golf   course,   hours   on   Facebook   or   playing  
video   games,   or   even   rigorous   sports   schedules   for   our   children   remove   rest   and   substitute   relentless   busyness   as   it   relates  
to   our   time.    How   often   have   you   felt   like   you   were   so   busy   and   tired,   yet   often   spend   hours   consuming   content   or   doing  
things   that   don't   have   lasting   significance   and   are   exhausting   in   the   long   haul?    We   can   often   excuse   these   expenditures   of  
time   by   saying   "it's   for   my   kids"   or   "I   deserve   this",   but   deep   down   we   know   it's   because   we   want   to   use   our   time   like   this  
because   we   think   our   time   is   ours.  
 
Let's   think   about   things   and    what   we   own .    Purchasing   video   games,   weekend   boats,   fast   cars,   lifted   trucks,   and   on   demand  
entertainment   consume   our   resources   towards   the   collection   of   things   that   we   think   are   going   to   satisfy   us.    Yet   when   we   get  
these   things   and   attempt   to   enjoy   them,   they   don't   ultimately   satisfy   us,   and   we   need   to   get   more   things.    It's   a   vicious   cycle.  
How   often   have   you   felt   left   out,   behind   the   times,   or   enter   into   an   "if   only   I   had   this"   mentality?    How   often   has   the   fear   of  
money   prevented   you   from   being   generous,   or   the   fear   of   others   spurred   you   to   impulsively   buy   things   that   quickly   lose   their  
luster?    We   can   often   excuse   these   possessions   by   saying   "I've   worked   hard   for   this"   or   "it's   just   this   one   thing",   but   deep  
down   we   know   we   want   these   things   because   we   think   our   things   are   ours.  
 
What   if   I   told   you   there   was   a   different   narrative   and   a   better   way   to   live?    Where   nothing   was   yours   but   everything   you   had  
was   God's,   and   He   has   given   you   time   and   things   to   steward?    This   way   of   living   ultimately   frees   us   to   enjoy   our   time   and  
things   in   a   healthy   way   because   they   are   not   our   source   of   life   or   identity.  
 
The   Good   News   of   Jesus   speaks   to   this   idea   of   ownership   clearly   and   directly.    God   says   that   when   we   follow   Jesus,   that   He  
radically   changes   our   identity   and   shows   us   the   truth   about   our   time   and   things.    Who   we   are   is   rooted   in   who   Jesus   is,   not   in  
what   we   do    or    what   we   own .    In   fact,   we   realize   that   we   don't   ultimately   own   anything!     God   created   time   and   He   owns   all  
things,   and   instead   of   US   possessing   them,   we   are   stewards   of   these   gifts   of   grace   and   we   are   created   to   steward   our   time   and  
things   for   the   glory   of   God   and   the   good   of   others.  
 
This   new   narrative   is   called   the   Gospel,   and   over   the   next   four   weeks   we   are   going   to   see   how   it   frees   us   to   see   the   world   as  
God   intended   it   to   be,   and   operate   under   an   entirely   new   set   of   rules.    In   this   new   way   of   living,   where   we   see   that   God  
possesses   all   our   times   and   all   our   things,   we   can   experience   rest,   joy,   and   freedom.    We   will   be   looking   at   four   topics:  
 

 



Your   Story   is   not   Yours  
Your   Time   is   not   Yours  
Your   Skills   are   not   yours  
Your   Things   are   not   yours  

 
We   will   explore   how   everyone   and   everything   is   the   Lord's.    He   possesses   all   things   and   gives   us   His   story,   His   time,   His   skills,  
and   His   things   to   be   stewarded   and   use   for   the   thriving   of   those   around   us.    We   experience   Gospel-inspired   rest,   joy,   and  
freedom   as   we   rediscover   the   truth   that   everything,   truly   everything   is   God's.    
 
 

Major   Theological   Concepts  
 
True   Worship : We   can   ceaselessly   pour   our   lives   out   to   God   because   Jesus   is   ceaselessly   pouring   His   life   into   us.  
Whole   Life   Worship : We   can   offer   our   lives   back   to   God   as   a   living   sacrifice   because   Jesus   is   the   complete   sacrifice   for   us.  
Giving/Tithing : We   can   freely   give   our   time   and   things   back   to   God   because   Jesus   possesses   and   owns   everything.  
Gospel   Joy : We   can   find   joy   in   giving   because   Jesus   reframes   our   affections   and   what   brings   us   delight.  
 
 

Thematic/Timeline   Outline  
 

8/18/2019 Your   Story   is   Not   Yours   (sharing/mission)  
8/25/2019 Your   Time   is   Not   Yours   (time/community)  
9/1/2019 Your   Skills   are   Not   Yours   (talents/service)  
9/8/2019 Your   Things   are   not   yours   (finances/resources)  

 
 

Artistic   Elements  
 

 

 
 

   


